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1999 Holiday Party
was Fun for All
About 25 NEMA members celebrated
the holiday party at the Savin Hill
Yacht Club on December 16. Held in
SHYC’s comfortable lounge room,
members watched Open 60 Class rac-
ing videos and enjoyed a delicious pot
luck dinner. “As always, I was really
impressed at what great chefs NEMA
has, even on land,”commented
Sydney Miller.“And people had lots of
fun with the Yankee Swap.”

NEMA members brought a
mixed bag of Yankee Swap gifts,
which were pre-owned or under $10.
After selecting and opening a
wrapped gift,members could keep
their selection or swap with someone
else’s gift. Alcoholic beverages and

E l e c t e d  O f f i c e r s

A p p o i n t e e s

sailing gear were in high demand. Ken
Lawson was quite pleased to end up
with two child-sized life vests for his
girls,while Martin Roos, a collector of
old computers,became the proud
owner of NEMA’s original Macintosh
computer system.

Membership Renewal Time
It’s that time of year again when we
remind you to renew your NEMA
membership. A few enthusiatic mem-
bers have already renewed and we
promise not to bother them. But for
the rest of you procrastinators,please
fill out the renewal form on page 11
and mail it with your check to the
NEMA Treasurer.You can also pay for
your Annual Dinner reservations at the
same time. If you don’t want to cut
up your newsletter you can download
a membership renewal form from the
NEMA website at www.nemasail.org.

Request for Articles
The NEMA newsletter depends on
contributions from our members and
we need articles for the next few
newsletters.

• If you are a Corporate Sponsor you
are entitled to publish a page about
your company every year.

• If you are a boat designer,please tell
us about your 2000 projects 

• If you’ve taken an interesting multi-
hull cruise in 99, share your adven-
tures with other NEMA members

• If you’ve done any repairs,or reno-
vations on your boat, describe
what you did and send it to us.

• If you’re a long-time multihuller, let
the newbies know what it was real-
ly like in the old days.

If possible please include photos.
Send your article to Judy Cox by
email, judy@in-zones.com, fax 978-
281-6787 or mail, 5 Haskell Court,
Gloucester,MA 01930.

Anyone who contributes an arti-
cle will receive a free NEMA t-shirt.Richard Bryan and Francis Chew with

their Yankee Swap prize, which they
later swapped for something smaller.

Don Watson smiles approvingly at his
Yankee gift, only to loose it in a swap a
few minutes later.
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Cam Lewis Contracts with Gilles Ollier
to Build 110 ft. Catamaran for The Race

NEMA 
member 
Cam Lewis
announced
at the Paris
Boat Show in
December,
that he and
his organiza-
tion,Team

Adventure have signed a contract to
build a 33.5 meter catamaran at
Multiplast in Vannes,France with the
cooperation of JMV in Cherbourg.The
boat, expected to be one of the
world’s fastest sailboats, is designed by
the Gilles Ollier Design Team,and will
enter THE RACE,a non-stop circum-
navigation of the world.

Cam Lewis is widely known as the
only American to sail around the
world in less than 80 days, a feat he
accomplished in 1993 with Bruno
Peyron, (founder of THE RACE), and
three other Frenchmen. Cam is a five
time world champion. He was crew
aboard Stars and Stripes, the winning
yacht in the 1988 America’s Cup,holds
the westbound TransAtlantic record,
the TransPacific record, and is one of
America’s most experienced multihull
sailors. Other members of Team
Adventure are Larry Rosenfeld,
Executive Director, formerly CEO of
Concentra Corporation and Director
of Research for Hood Sailmakers; and
Skip Novak, skipper of four Whitbread
Round the World races, active
Antarctic explorer, and holder of the
TransPacific and Yokohama to San
Francisco records. Also working with
Team Adventure are Spanish sailors
Guillermo Altadill, a Whitbread veter-
an, and Olympic coach and Fernando
Léon,Spanish Tornado Olympic Gold
Medallist.

“We have been working hard for
many years to make our dream a reali-

ty, and at last we are at the real begin-
ning — starting construction on the
boat,”said Lewis.“We are thankful for
the support of so many individuals
and companies who have helped us
get to this point, and we are now
focused on finalizing the design and
deciding upon the numerous systems
and components needed to make this
a winning entry. We plan to make this
yacht a showcase of marine technolo-
gy and engineering, and invite indus-
try experts to join our campaign.We
are looking to form win-win partner-
ships with the world’s best suppliers.
It will be a joint effort as we promote
their brand name and equipment,
while they help us with technical sup-
port, goods and services.”

Gilles Ollier, the designer and
builder of the catamaran,had this to
say about the Team Adventure cam-
paign:“We have designed and engi-
neered what we think will be the
fastest sailboat in the world, and with
the enormous talents of the Team
Adventure skipper and crew, I feel
sure they will prove me right. I look

forward to working with Cam and the
rest of his team to develop this yacht
into a fast, safe and dynamic vessel for
global passagemaking and record
breaking endeavors. My entire staff
wish Team Adventure well, and
promise we will work diligently
towards this goal.”

Team Adventure’s catamaran will
be launched in Sept. 2000, followed
by a rigorous shake-down and boat
tuning program in preparation for the
start of The RACE on Dec. 31,2000.

Boat Statistics 

LOA 110'
Beam 23.5'
Draft 13'
Displacement 44,000 lbs.
Construction Carbon/Nomex 
Mast height Top 150' off water

Team Adventure has a target circum-
navigation time of 60 days at an aver-
age day’s run of 450 miles and an aver-
age speed of 18.75 knots.

More information is available at
www.teamadventure.org.

M E M B E R  N E W S

Artist’s rendering of Team Adventure’s Big Catamaran
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'83 Bermuda Race
It takes about a year of relaxed

sailing to forget the Gulf Stream and
its misery. Then you’re ready to partic-
ipate in another Bermuda Race….

For the ‘83 race we decided to
travel a bit light with a crew of
three…Mike,his cousin Brian Keefe 
(a very competent racer, seaman and
boat carpenter) and me.

27 Knots
We wanted to make a dash for

Bermuda…I planned to navigate full
time with Mike and Brian sailing one
on and one off. We were doing well
with this arrangement and by the sec-
ond night we were reaching fast with
some good wind on our starboard
quarter. I’d finished a sun line fix at
about 1600 and was trying to get
some sleep so I could help out at

night if needed…but it was like trying
to sleep inside a violin on a motorcy-
cle. Mike and Brian kept the  boat
going all night without calling me. I
took a couple of morning sun lines.
The fix showed that we had averaged
over 16 knots during the night.This I
found hard to believe,but Mike said
they were going in the twenties much
of the time and hit 27 knots at one
point (the all time recorded high for
Quicksilver).

Waterspout and a Win
The breeze had settled down to

10 knots by now, Mike and Brian
went out like lights and I took the
watch. About an hour later I looked
ahead at some dark weather and sud-
denly realized that there was a sizable
waterspout heading straight for us. I
called Mike and Brian to help get the
sails down…but Mike said  “Let’s use
them to get the hell out of it’s way…”
(a very sensible idea…)  The spout
passed us about a half mile to port
and, surprisingly, caused little change
in the wind. (We found out later in
the day,when we reached Bermuda,
that the spout had passed through
Hamilton Harbor causing a small
amount of damage.)

When all the boats were in,we
were pleased to find we’d finished 4th
of 9 boats and won on corrected time,
beating Dick Newick (sailing Rogue
Wave) by about 19 minutes CT.
Following this lucky win, thanks to
our Bermuda hosts,we spent a week
or so enjoying the wonderful hospital-
ity of the island.

Parachute Anchor
That year Mike and I both flew

home and Brian Keefe skippered QS
back with Derek Lugg and a third
crew (who’s name escapes me). It
was another rough trip through the
Gulf Stream and, for the first time they

B L A S T  F R O M  T H E  P A S T

Kayaks to Quicksilver, part IV
By Les Moore

Quicksilver sporting her new wing mast
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had aboard a (borrowed) parachute
anchor. After spending a long time
being beaten up by the confused
waves in the middle of the Stream,
they decided to try it out. Afterwards,
Brian told me that it was the best part
of the trip…the ‘chute deployed with-
out a hitch and as soon as it grabbed
the water…life was calm again and
everyone on board relaxed and got
some shut-eye.

New Rig
Over the years, the NEMA fleet

got faster and Mike and I started to
think about how to keep up.The origi-
nal rig was drawn by Dick Newick and
worked well offshore,but we thought
we might be able to use more sail area
for the local racing of which we were
doing more (the greed for speed). So,
for better or worse, in ‘87 we decided
to change from our 50 foot aluminum
masted cutter rig to a sloop rig with a
55 foot wooden wing mast and fully
battened main. Among lots of other
work, this meant moving the mast for-
ward and increasing the size of the
rudder.The new rig certainly gave us
more sail area and potential power,
but it also added considerably more
weight and work. (With the old rig,
single-handing was relatively easy
…with the new one,you could single-
hand in light air…but in a blow it
could be too much to deal with) In
any case, it was exciting to have this
new and powerful reincarnation and
we started to learn how to make it go.

T-Boned Hobie
In 1988 we participated in a 

regatta for the benefit of the Floating
Hospital in Boston’s inner harbor.

A 500-passenger ferry was
anchored in mid-harbor as both main
viewing platform and central racing
mark.To add to the excitement, the
Committee was running both small
and big boats raced simultaneously.

All was going well until the mid-
dle of the third race….QS was racing
with the large multihulls and rounding
the ferry/mark by its port stern. We
were on starboard tack beating into

the stiff breeze. As we approached
the ferry’s bow,we heard a groan
from the spectators…a moment later
we saw the reason….a Hobie 21 with
reaching spinnaker set and her crew
of two on wires…came around the
ferry’s bow and was on a collision
course with us.

The Hobie crew couldn’t see us
because of their spinnaker. We had
two or three seconds to figure out
what to do…trying to figure if we
were the obligated vessel…on star-
board tack etc… It didn’t matter…no
time to change course anyway …
CRRRUUUNCH….we hit the Hobie
dead center breaking her port hull in
two and driving her into the water
under our bow.

The Coast Guard was there in a
flash,picked up the (fortunately)
unscathed crew and towed their boat
ashore. We’d never killed a Hobie
before and were concerned about the
owner’s reaction. We were relieved
when he told us at the dock that he
had racing insurance that would take
care of his boat so we needn’t worry
…. what a relief all the way around! 

Following that scene, the regatta
race committee no longer used the
(blinding) ferry as a mark,nor did
they run simultaneous races again.

Spanish Windless Fix
After discussing it for some time,

the Marblehead to Halifax Race
Committee agreed to include a multi-
hull division in their 1989 race. QS
was among the six or seven multihulls
that entered.

Mike,Brian Keefe,his friend
Derek Lugg and I started the race in
lovely weather with a light westerly
breeze. As the first day wore on, fog
developed and thickened and, as we
approached Cape Sable, the wind
piped up.

Because it was such a short race,
we agreed that I would navigate full
time, so I was below plotting every
half hour. As the wind increased, I
could hear the boat straining. It
sounded like it was getting to be a

problem (it always sounds worse
below…inside the violin…). I stuck
my head out the companionway door
and yelled to Mike that it might be
time to reef the main. Mike yelled
back in the noisy confusion… “There’s
too much wind!”…well, that got me to
thinking…Mike and Brian eventually
got some main down.

Shortly after the main was reefed,
I began to hear the hull working
somewhere… I looked at the main
beam/aft bulkhead from the naviga-
tion station that faces it. Its two ply-
wood sections that join on the boat’s
centerline  seemed to be moving apart
about half an inch…then together
again!  As I stared at this phenome-
non, it finally occurred to me that the
main beam was coming apart! . (This
happened just as we reached Cape
Sable at the southern tip of Nova
Scotia…where the winds increased
considerably…). I asked Mike to take
a look (to make sure I wasn’t imagin-
ing something). He agreed…so we
stopped the boat and took in all the
sail.

At the top of the back beam we
had a 4-foot long ¼ inch thick alu-
minum plate that provided sufficient
strength for the beam top at deck
level. The weak point,where
strengthening was required,was at the
cockpit floor where the beam bottom
was tearing. Mike strung some 3/8 th
inch kevlar core line at the bottom of
the beam from pontoon to pontoon
and,with a 12-inch piece of  ¾ inch
pine, twisted it up as a Spanish wind-
less. This closed the beam’s plywood
web and we were able to get under-
way again.

This repair worked so well that
we sailed with it for the rest of the
season until we made permanent
repairs after the boat was ashore for
the winter.

No-Name Storm
We had hauled QS by the time the

No-Name Storm occurred in October
of 1991. The boat was up on Mike’s

continued on page 6
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beach in Nahant. It was above where
any normal tide could reach it and
close enough to his shop so the top of
the heavy,55-foot wing mast could
rest on the deck rail above the shop.
But the No-Name storm brought the
tide way above normal and, as a result,
began to lift QS off her winter block-
ing and move her around.

I was working in Cambridge,but
when I saw the weather getting
worse, I headed for Nahant. In the
meantime,old friend, Spencer Merz
had gone to Mike’s house to see if we
needed any help with QS. When I
arrived at Mike’s place I saw QS, in a
sea of debris,being washed around by
the storm waves and held in place by
her mast on the ground. I later heard
that, a few minutes before I arrived,
during their attempt at securing it, the
mast was dislodged from Mike’s shop
roof rail and crashed to the ground
only inches from where Spencer was
helping below!  

We were glad that both Spencer
and QS survived the storm with so lit-
tle damage.

Mast Overboard
Brian Keefe and Derek Lugg were

sailing  QS back from one of the
Buzzard bay races in the early ‘90s.
They had gotten through the Cape
Cod Canal and were pounding up the
coast in a good Northeast wind when,

just off Scituate, the starboard shroud
turnbuckle pin shook out. The mast,
with its reefed mainsail glided gently
over the side into the rough seas. The
mast remained attached to the boat at
its base by the many lines there and
the port shroud was still connected.
Large waves pounded and moved QS
violently while the attached mast
bounced against the deck threatening
to break the boat. A powerboat came
out from shore to offer help…but they
couldn’t help at all…Brian figured that
the best place to be was away from
the shore …and towing QS with the
attached mast would be a disaster. So
he got to work.

Somehow…they got the sails off
the rig and stowed.They detached the
forestay,port shroud and the many hal-
yards…and…with one person in the
dinghy at the overboard end of it, they
managed to get this 450-pound,55-
foot monster on board and tied down
fore and aft. They motored home.

When QS appeared with her mast
on deck we couldn’t imagine what
had happened. When we heard the
story it still seemed impossible…espe-
cially since there was amazingly little
damage to both the boat and mast.

We all thanked our lucky stars
that, like the ‘79 sinking off Bermuda,
this disaster happened near shore.
Otherwise it might have been a tragic
story instead of providing this reading
entertainment.

Quicksilver Goes to France
In 1995 I moved from Nahant 

to a house on a creek in Essex,
Massachusetts.The creek was too
small for QS and,by now QS was too
big for me. So Mike took her over but
he too felt she was more boat than he
needed at that point.

We had been looking for a buyer
for a while,but now,Mike made a
greater effort and eventually connect-
ed with a Frenchman who was inter-
ested in having a classic Newick tri-
maran. Patrick Chantrel of Nantes
agreed to purchase QS if Mike
replaced the wingmast with her origi-
nal cutter rig. Having saved both the
rig and sails, this was doable and,by
June 1996 the old rig was on and
Patrick and his friend Claude
Friocourt arrived in Nahant to make
final preparations for the trip to
France.

Mike had cleaned her up and she
looked like new when Patrick and
Claude sailed in mid-June 1996.They
made the trip to France in about 18
days following the 42nd parallel.
When asked by a newspaper reporter
if he would change the name,Patrick
replied,“Oh no…that is bad…even in
France”.

…so Quicksilver lives on in the
waters off France and now Mike and I
can reminisce about the wonderful
racing and cruising memories she gave
us for almost 20 years.

—Les Moore
NEMA Historian

978-768-7668

Kayaks to Quicksilver, continued
from page 5

Quicksilver after the No-Name Storm.The mast was dislodged from Mike’s shop roof rail and crashed to the ground.
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As many of you know,PlayStation
was recently docked in
Newport,RI after her aborted

transAtlantic record attempt. I had the
opportunity to go aboard her shortly
after her arrival in Newport and spoke
with owner Steve Fossett and archi-
tects Gino Morelli and Pete Melvin
about the experience. In short, they
were reaching at thirty plus knots in
35 knots of wind with a double reefed
main and solent when the call came
to roll up the jib. Furling the jib on
this boat involves four men on winch
grinder pedestals and takes several
minutes to accomplish. In the middle
of this process a 62 knot gust of wind
appeared out of nowhere, and the
crew was quickly riding a tiger by the
tail. As speed built,helmsman Morelli
bore off down wind in an effort to
reduce apparent wind,but the breeze
kept building and soon the 105' cat
had the leeward bow buried in the
water up to the mast crossbeam and
the windward hull buried to the fore-
deck hatch.This means that the entire
forward crossbeam, the dolphin strik-
er, the forward nets and the compres-
sion beam were also under water and
the rudders were out. It was a scary
moment which caused an unexpected
jibe, resulting batten failure, and an
abandonment of the record attempt.

The decision was made to sail the
180 miles upwind to Newport and,
while many of the crew were glad to
be upright, they were disappointed
not to be headed for the Lizard since
they had a perfect weather pattern
and had been planning the trip for
several months.

As a builder of a Whitbread 60, an
80 foot IMS maxi, an America’s Cup
Class Yacht and a 105' carbon mega
yacht, I have seen a lot of impressive
structures,but even for a boat builder,
PlayStation is extraordinary. She is
beautifully built in carbon pre-preg

and aluminum honey-
comb. I believe there are
17,000 lbs. of carbon in
the boat. Compression
load on the mast can be
50,000 lbs., and her main-
sail weighs 1700 lbs.You
notice quickly that all the
shroud fittings,blocks and
the mainsheet have failsafe
restraints on them in the
event of failure. She has all
carbon furling headstays, a
carbon nonrotating mast
and kevlar rigging.There
are four grinder pedestals
at the mast and three more
in each hull. She is an
extremely powerful boat,
which puts very high
loads on her structure and
also her crew. PlayStation
is a beast to sail even with
two or three to one hal-
yards and sheets and a
hydraulic mainsheet.

On January 8, I was
contacted by watch cap-
tain Ben Wright with an
offer to go for a sail on the big cat. I
could hardly get the word yes out of
my mouth fast enough and was on the
dock for a noon departure. NEMA
members Rick Whidden and Gail Clark
were also aboard. We powered off the
dock and hoisted the mainsail to the
first reef point.This was done about
six times due to the failure of the hal-
yard lock. Finally, a man was sent aloft
to correct the problem. We unrolled
the jib and were under way.The wind
was  about 10-12 knots, and the high-
est boatspeed we saw all day was
about fourteen knots. Still, I was
struck by the fact that even at 105
feet, the boat feels like a multihull. She
pitches up and down in the waves just
like a multihull,which is not unusual
since she is a multihull, but I was sur-

Sailing PlayStation
by Don Watson

prised to see it in a boat this big.You
can also see the torsion of the beams
while sailing,which is not alarming,
but it makes you aware of the tremen-
dous loads involved.The steering is
quite light for a boat of this size,but
sail adjustment takes a long time due
to the size of the rig. One wonders a
little about reaction time to changing
wind conditions and how conserva-
tively the boat must be sailed.

By observation and conversation
with the crew, it is also clear this is a
noisy boat. Carbon fiber is so stiff that
every sound is magnified throughout
the boat. As the speed builds, the
shrouds vibrate, then the dagger-
boards vibrate, and the wave noise
gets pretty loud inside the hulls.

continued on page 10

PlayStation docked in Newport.

View from port cockpit.
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Multihull News from 
Across the Pond
By Bill Bailey

The multihull sailing—and racing
—scene across The Pond is
going from strength to strength.

For example,Pete Goss’s radical
120x80-foot catamaran,designed and
built from carbon specifically for The
RACE is scheduled for ‘roll out’by the
time you read this. Once the monster
cat is squeezed 16 miles down the nar-
row River Dart and past the Royal
Navy’s historic Britannia College at
Dartmouth, she’ll be fitted with her
towering and controversial biplane
rigs and sailed carefully but swiftly
round to London and The Thames, to
be named by Her Majesty The Queen.

As other megamulti skippers
entered for The RACE have said
recently,“If Pete has got it right, then
the rest of us are wrong!”

You can keep track of events and
view the launch operation on
www.teamphilips.com.

Not so far away, the old Formule
TAG/ENZA/Royal Sun Alliance is
being stretched, refitted and re-rigged
for Tony Bullimore in his home port of
Bristol (Old England). She’s a rugged
boat, still thoroughly competitive, and
Tony is well capable of showing some
surprises to the ‘new kids on the
block’.

Closer to the other end of the
scale,perhaps, Annie and Neville
Clements have just before Christmas
rolled out their own new catamaran
hulls from their build-shed here,near
the World Heritage City of Bath a
dozen miles east of Bristol. Annie is a
native New Englander and will be

known to many on the coast as the
intrepid skipper of Peace (I, II, III).
The next release of Peace will be their
first multihull, the prototype Wharram
‘Tiki 46’, and she’s looking strong,
attractive and swift.....Yes,well, both
of them are!  So there’s a potential
new family membership for NEMA!

The Royal Ocean Racing Club has
offered race starts for multihulls in
certain events since 1997. While
some of the ‘old guard’ took a stance
similar to the New York Yacht Club 
in 1876 when confronted with
Herreshoff’s Amaryllis, the RORC are
celebrating their 75th Anniversary and
the Year 2000 with with an enhanced
race program. Of especial interest to
competitive New Englanders will be
the ‘Non Stop Round Britain and
Ireland Race’ starting from Cowes on
20 August. This new and serious event
of 1760 miles is open to monos of up
to 100 feet— and multis of up to 60
feet!  Entries are invited from both
‘Mob-handed’ and ‘Two-handed’crews,
and a number of new, lightweight
designs—optimized for the rugged
conditions around the British Isles on
the leeward side of the Atlantic, are
being built. More than a few of us
here hope for a competitive appear-
ance by some New England ‘cousins’.
Try the RORC website — or me— for
more details .... www.rorc.org.

As Sony PlayStation reaches out
of Bermuda enroute to Southampton
(Old England), the official timer of the
World Speed Sailing Association and
AYRS stalwart Mike Ellison prepares

here to time her across her designated
finish line for,hopefully, another
record.

The Royal Institute of Navigation
in London — whose members include
Sir Robin Knox-Johnson,your own
‘special correspondent’writing this,
and several prominent US sailing citi-
zens including PlayStation navigator
Stan Honey— invites NEMA members
to consider a special membership
offer of 18 months for the cost of 12.
Membership is restricted to those
with a genuine interest in navigation,
the Small Craft Group is the largest
and most active of the Institute’s 9
Special Interest Groups, and among
the benefits is access to a huge
resource of expertise and experts
worldwide ( practitioners as well as
R&D folk ) — and an impressive
Membership Certificate for the den or
study. So, if you or someone close to
you would appreciate the title and
style of  ‘Member of the Royal Institute
of Navigation’ ( M.R.I.N.), a limited
number of leaflets will be in the hands
of the NEMA Editor by the time you
read this.

—Bill Bailey
bilboatbath@beeb.net

New cat currently under construction
for the Round Britain and Ireland Race
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Bill Bailey, an avid multihull sailer from England, has written this

article about the latest multihull happenings in Europe, especially

for NEMA members. Bill is an entertaining writer and storyteller

and we plan to publish more of his articles in future issues.



Walkways, strobe lights, and
wine,Oh my! Toto, I have a
feeling that we’re not in

Boston anymore. Or Newport,
Annapolis,or Miami, for that matter.
Yes.The Paris Boat Show is something
to behold. A custom-built staircase
with the prow of a boat ‘sailing’
through its middle at Beneteau.A
gigantic platform over ‘closing offices’
with boats ‘docked’ all around the
edge at Jeanneau,where the fancy
light display blew out their electrical
circuit. When the halogen lights went
out, it felt like the sun had ducked
behind a cloud. Leather armchairs and
elegant side tables in the waiting area,
and wine,champagne, and espressos
served from a WET bar over its offices
at Catana.

How many US boat shows would
devote their entrance ‘star’ location to
a multihull? Yes, there was the impres-
sive Catana 472, right inside the main
boat show entrance. It was hard to
imagine this gigantic luxury catama-
ran,canted over at an angle and lashed
to a large flatbed truck,being towed
all the way from the Mediterranean,
over hills and along narrow streets.
How DID all these boats get here?

We were in Paris for a Multihull
Source business trip. Bob,Bert, and Ira

had seen the Catana 431 displayed at
the Annapolis Boat Show and were
very impressed with its performance.
They felt that the Catana catamarans
would be a great addition to the range
of boats represented by TMS. In order
to learn more,we traveled to the
Catana boatyard near Perpignan on
the Mediterranean, and then to Paris
for the Boat Show. It’s a tough job,but
6 of us just HAD to do it.

At the show we took a leisurely
tour of the Catana 472 and visited sev-
eral other multihulls also on display.
These included Lagoon,Privilege,
Fontaine Pajot,Outremer,Corsair,
Hobie, and Nacra. Several of the larger
catamarans were configured for the
charter trade,while the Catana and
others were clearly owner’s boats.
France,of course, is a multihull-friend-
ly country,with the top multihull rac-
ers featured prominently in the sports
magazines. Several of the French
tourist booths touted their sponsor-
ship of the big racing multihulls, and
there was a great video of Hydroptère.

This was VIP day at the Paris Boat
Show,and it was a far fancier affair
than anything I’ve ever seen at any
boat show in the US.The exhibition
was immense,with the main hall
devoted to sailboats, sailboards, and

regional tourism,while other halls
held books, insurance companies,
clothing, and equipment. A beautiful
display of poster-sized photos of
famous European lighthouses lined the
walkway from one hall to the next.

Many of the men sported coats
and ties,while several of the women
wore fashionably short skirts and high
heels (very practical clothing when
inspecting decks located several
meters above public walkways!). First,
the wine flowed freely, then the
espresso, and, finally an amazing quan-
tity of champagne to accompany the
sumptuous appetizers. At the end of
the day,many of the booths broke out
their shrimp,oysters,hors d’oeuvres,
cigars, and calypso bands.The assem-
bled masses were eating,drinking, and
dancing their way to oblivion, and
there was a thick cloud of cigarette
smoke settling over the halls. Well, this
IS France,where the laws prohibiting
smoking in public are firmly backed
up with large,official ashtrays at every
few paces.

For more information about
Catana Catamarans, contact their
Northeast agents,The Multihull Source
at 508-295-0095 or visit their web site
www.themultihullsource.com.
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Champagne and Caviar
by Sydney Miller

The Catana 472

An American in Paris
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Three of the most renowned
minds in sailing have been gath-
ered into a team headed by

Hawaiian sailor Mark Ott to develop
and build Volantis, a 60' foiler tri-
maran to a design by Nigel Irens.The
team consists of Irens,hydrofoil spe-
cialist Dr. Sam Bradfield, and solid air-
foil expert David Hubbard, as well as
Ott and international businessman
Manny Menendez,who will oversee
the business side of the project from
the company headquarters in
Honolulu.

The boat is intended for ocean
racing, speed records and technology
development. It will be built entirely
of composites and will feature the lat-
est advances in hydrofoil technology
and will be powered by a solid airfoil
rather than the traditional mast and
“soft”sails.The solid airfoil will be
operated by sophisticated computers
which will constantly optimize the
wing shape in much the same way as
the extending elevator sections of
modern aircraft wings.

Phase One of the program is
underway and the team have complet-
ed a 1/32 scale model of the boat for
study purposes as well as a 20 ft.
scaled prototype which has recently
been launched and is currently under-
going on the water testing.This will
allow the team to optimize the wing-
sail and foils prior to Phase Two of the
program which will see the construc-
tion of the 60' boat.

Background
Dr. Bradfield is a leading expert in

hydrofoil technology and his other
work has included flight test engineer,
guided missile design, teaching sub-
sonic aerodynamics at U of Michigan.
He also did supersonic airfoil research
for space re-entry vehicles and he now

D E S I G N E R ’ S  F O R U M

Irens,Bradfield,Hubbard collaborate
on 60' Hydrofoil trimaran
by Duff Sigurdson

concentrates
his work on
under and
above water foil
research and
design.

David
Hubbard is
tasked with
developing the
Solid Air Foil
and is best
known for his
work on the
Stars and
Stripes
Catamaran of Dennis Conner in the
Americas Cup. He also has many Little
Americas Cup wins with the Patient
Lady series of C class catamarans to
his credit. He holds a B.S. degree in
mechanical engineering from M.I.T. In
1990 he co-designed the wingsail cata-
maran Altair XII,winner of the Bol
D'Or race on Lake Geneva in
Switzerland.

Nigel Irens is world renowned as
the designer of  the catamaran Enza
and the Open60 trimaran Fujicolor,
as well as many other successful
Open60 trimarans. He also designed
the power trimaran Cable and
Wireless which set a round the world
record for a powerboat of 74 days.

Mark Ott is a competitive ocean
racer in the Hawaiian Islands,he has
brought together the team that will
develop and build Volantis and is over-
seeing the technical and construction
side of the project in his role as
Project Manager.

Manny Menendez is well known
in the Hawaiian Islands and
Internationally for his acute business
sense. He will be “taking care of busi-
ness” for the team.

—Duff Sigurdson
duffrey@telus.net

Navigator Stan Honey told me that
they have a diesel genset in the back
of the starboard hull.“It sounds very
loud when the boat is at rest,”he said,
“but when the boat is at speed,you
can’t even hear it with all of the other
noise going on.”

Another interesting problem is
that they have a pretty serious con-
densation problem inside the hulls
when it’s cold.The aluminum honey-
comb is such a poor insulator that the
interior hull surface gets cold and
moisture in the warmer interior air
condenses on it.This problem will be
solved by applying some thin foam to
the inside of the deck.

I asked Steve Fossett why he
chose a multihull. He told me that he
wanted to sail transatlantic, and he fig-
ured that if he had a monohull it
would take him 2-3 weeks ... in a mul-
tihull it would only take him a week
or less. It is incredible how few peo-
ple, confronted with the same facts,
arrive at the same conclusion. Gino
Morelli said that Steve was “not pollut-
ed by tradition.” I think it is really great
that there is someone in the world
willing to spend his money to build
such a magnificent yacht.

After tacking out into Rhode
Island Sound in the general direction
of Point Judith,we turned around and
jibed back and forth attempting to
break Rick’s Fiberspar battens.They
didn’t break, and we headed in just
before dark. We were assisted in dock-
ing by Tom Bandoni and Sergei
Sikorski in Tom’s RIB, and the final act
was to cover the main sail.This took
eight people about half an hour to do.

PlayStation is an incredible cre-
ation. After her successful Bermuda
record attempt, she plans to head
transatlantic via the Azores and
attempt a round the world record  in
March. BON VOYAGE PLAYSTATION.

—Don Watson
swampfoxwatson@aol.com

Sailing PlayStation
continued from page 7
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Gordon and Henry Gleason

Errata
Although we proofread each issue of
the NEMA newsletter, an occassional
error slips by. Here are corrections for
as many errors as we could remember
in 1999.

We apologize for these and 
any other errors which may have
occurred.

• In the March/April issue,Tom
Grossman started the1980 OSTAR
in Plymouth with the rest of the
fleet (not by himself in Falmouth).

• In the Summer issue,Deborah
Druan’s name and phone number
were incorrect. Her correct phone
number is (508) 748-9511.

• In the Fall issue,Mike Conley’s
name was misspelled.

2000 NEMA Membership Renewal

❐ Single Membership $25* ____________
❐ Family Membership $35* ____________
❐ Single/Racing Membership $45* ____________
❐ Family/Racing membership $55* ____________
❐ Corporate Membership $100* ____________

* Includes the $20 race rating fee.To obtain a racing application, contact Ira Heller (617-288-8223)
or go to the NEMA Web site at www..nemasail.org/memberform.html

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip_____________________________________________________________________________

Phone _______________________ Email __________________________ Fax _____________________

Yacht Name_____________________________________ Home Port _____________________________

Design __________________________________________________________________________________

2000 Annual Dinner Reservation (Deadline: February 7th)

Your Name________________________________________________________

Number of reservations     x     $35   =   $ ___________

Guest names: _________________________________________________

Return this form with your check payable to NEMA to: Tom Cox, 5 Haskell Court, Gloucester, MA 01930

• The Marine Insurance article in the
December issue was submitted by
Doug Shaker (not Doug Alberg)  of
Alden Insurance.

• In the same issue Roger Webb’s
name was misspelled, the Block
Island Cruise was in July 1999 (not
May), and the Gleason boys were
mis-identified as the Pellegrini boys
(see photos on right).

• There was also a printing problem
with Dave Pellegrini’s classified ad.
His phone number is 781-934-2311
and the price of his F24 MKII is
$42,600.

We apologize in advance for any
errors that may occur in 2000.

Tory and Peter Pellegrini



NOW MADE
IN THE USA

AQUILON 26
CLEARLY CATAMARANS, INC.
Your East Coast US dealer

1440 Kennedy Cswy #301 Miami, FL 33137
305-665-2032  dk2943@worldnet.att.net

Don’t even consider buying any similarly priced 
multihull until you have seen this boat

VViirrggiinn  FFiirree--5566'' racer-cruiser tri is seriously for sale. Built
'96 in wood/epoxy by Gold Coast Yachts. Fast and com-
fortable, racing and cruising sails,Honda 50 O.B., 12'
Carib RIB skiff w/ Yamaha 15. $450,000. 340-771-7362,
340-776-6922(message) jcolpitt@hotmail.com.

FF--2277 for sale, located in Newport,RI. Fun, fast, and trail-
erable. Recent sails,battery, engine,custom swim plat-
form,and bow sprit with roller furler screecher. A well-
maintained F-27 at an affordable price. Only $48,900.
Call Bill at 508-755-7586.

CCoorrssaaiirr  FF--2277  ##222211 SilverBear. Loaded for family cruis-
ing/racing,2 UK mains,4 roller furling genoas,1 asy-
metric and 1 symetric spinaker, storm sail, bowsprit ‘99,
sunrise nets in excellent condition. See article in
May/June 99 Multihulls. $56,500. For pictures or info
Jon.Alvord@valley.net or 603-632-4038 days/evenings.

FF--2244,,  MMKKIIII. Meticulous condition. Dry sailed, fully
equipped. galv. trailer,UK Sails include full batten main,
hanked jib, asymmetrical screecher with Harken roller
furling,new bow nets, refurbished trampolines,boom
tent,5 hp Nissan. $42,600. Call Dave Pellegrini  at 781-
934-2311 or 781-582-9338 or dapdmd@aol.com.

KKeellssaallll  3344’’  TTrriimmaarraann::  1979 center cockpit,Airex foam,
11 hp air-cooled diesel inboard,very attractive ocean
going multihull, $29,900. N.J. Call 732-918-0739 or
send Email to volantis@home.com.

11999988  KKuurrtt  HHuugghheess  BBrriiddggee  DDeecckk  CCaatt 44 x 28 composite
construction.Two double cabins,2 single cabins,2
heads with showers, two 15 HP Hondas. Set up for
comfortable living aboard. Contact Gerry at
gato4427@pocketmail.com or 941-418-9359.

F o r  S a l e s C o r p o r a t e  S p o n s o r s

NEMA
P.O. Box 1152
Boston, MA 02205

First Class Mail

MAINE CAT
Production and Custom Multihulls

DICK VERMEULEN
P.O. Box 205, Bremen, ME 04551

1-888-832-CATS  207-529-6500
mecat@gwi.net http://www.mecat.com

MARINE INSURANCE SPECIALIST
John G. Alden Insurance Agency, Inc.

89 Commercial Wharf (401) 683-0898
Boston, MA 02110 FAX (401) 682-1779
www.johngalden.com TOLL FREE(800) 542-5336

info@johngalden.com

Multihulls Magazine
421 Hancock St., Quincy, MA

617-328-8181
http://www.hypermax.com/multihullsmag/

MultiMag@aol.com

YOUR FULL SERVICE BOAT YARD
ON BUZZARD’S BAY

REPRESENTING:
CORSAIR / CONTOUR / GEMINI
PROUT / TRIKALA (HUGHES 19’

TRI) RAVE / WINDRIDER
ALSO OFFERING CHARTERS and 

BROKERAGE
sailfast@themultihullsource.com

T H E

SOURCE
MULTIHULL

P. O .  B O X  9 5 1
WAREHAM, MA
0  2  5  7  1
T 508-295-0095
F 508-295-9082

Annual Dinner Meeting
Saturday, February 12
Anthony’s Pier 4
140 Northern Ave., Boston

Schedule
6 p.m. Cocktails 

7:30 Dinner 

8:30 Presentation of 1999
Season Racing Trophies 

9 p.m. Featured Speaker,
Pete Melvin 

Performance
Comfort
Trailerability


